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, ad GENERAL GEORGE C. KENNEY ¢ mB Ba 1988 
INCLA HED... assumed command of the Air Uni! otsity, pe te 
Alabama, on Oetober 29, 1948, succeeding Maj. Gen. Robert wl irped, now cong ding 
general of the Air Training Command, Barksdale AFB, La. : a8 = 


Born in Nova Scotia and brought up in Brookline, Mass.,| he attended Massathu- 
@ flew 75 missions 


shot down two German planes, and was himself once shot down. CMS 69 


From 1919-1939 he concentrated on aeronautical development and its application 


setts Institute of Technology for three years. As a WWI pil 


to warfare; for example, in 192) he fixed machine guns in the wings of a plane for 
the first time. He received special training in the fir Corps Ingineering and 
Tactical Schools, Command and General Staff School, and Army War Colleges From 
1939 to 1942 he served brief tours as Air Corps Observer with the Navy in the 
Caribbean; as Asst, Attache for Air in Paris; as commanding officer, fir Corps Ex- C2 
perimental Depot and Engineering School, Wright Field, Ohios and as commanding of- ied 
ficer of the lth Air Force. In July, 1942, he assumed command of the Allied sir aaa 
Forces in the 8W Pacific, at which time the Japs were in complete control of the 
air, being contested by less than ten serviceable fortresses and a handful of 
/ fighters. Ina little more than e year after his arrival, Gen. Kenney's air forces 
hed attained superiority of the air in the SW Pacific. During the three years he 
conducted the successful air war against the Japanese, he became commanding general 
of the Far East Air Forces and then of the Pacific Air Command. His fourth star was 
ehaed in March, 1945. In 1946 oan assignment with the Military Staff Committee of 
the UN took him from Washington to London to New York. On April 1, 1946 he assumed 
command of Strategic Air Commend, 

Gen. Kenney has been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross with one cluster, 
Distinguished Service Medal with cluster, Silver Star, Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Purple Heart, Honorary,Knight Commander, Military Division, Order of tie British 
Empire, Croix de Guerre with palm (Belgium), Grand Officer of the Order of Leopold 


with palm (Belgium), Philippine Star, Military Order First Class of Guatemala, The 


Order of Orange Nassau, degree of Grand Officer, with sword (Netherlands), the 
William E, Mitchell Memorial Award, French Croix de Guerre, and: the French Legion ~. 


of Honor, rank of commander. 


GENERAL GEORGE CHURCHILL KENNEY 


General Goorgo Churchill Kennoy, stocky, bristly-haired cormanding gcneral 
of fir University, wes a pilot in World War I and 4lliod éir Force Commender in 
the Southwest Pacific Theater in “orld War II. 


General Douglas MacArthur said, in describing him during the Pacific War: 
"General Kenney is unquestionably one of the best qualified air officers in the 
world today.” 

At the same time he wes being called "a soldier's generel" by “his kids" 
the officers and airmen of: his command whose ica aati and respect he won 
immediately. 


A third appraisel was thet of "a most unorthodox commander", a title of 
acclaim accorded him by apprecietive correspondence end military enalysts. attached 
to his headquarters. 


In these three estimates lis the qualities and characteristics that raised 
Genere 1 Kenney from & First Lieutenant to a Four-Star General in the yeers be= 
tween the first and close of the second world conflicts. They embody his dynamic 
energy, his imaginetive yet efficient approach to baffling problems, ond his 
ebility to inspire his mon. These, coupled with his prercesiaass knowledge gained 
as & pilot end enginocr oxpert, produced tho “unorthodox” tectics which turned tho 
tide of battle in the Pacific. 


He introduced skip bombing and developed low sltitude tactics which mado the 
Nipponese Navy e duck hunt for his Air forces. Hc scrapped the toch manuals and 
mounted oight and lator twelve .50 calibor guns in the fuselage and nose of -his 
Be-25 Mitchells and six in the A=20 Bostons mking them the terrors of the Pacifice 
Ho invented the destructive Parechute Bomb = nd produced countless other bomb 
improvisions until thoy, in his own words, "sang a11 the notes in the scale, cut 
through trees two inches thick and a hundred foot 8 way like a knife, and en they 
lend in the sungies slash cnough room for e baseball diamond minus Japs.” 


He drove his men to perform mireculous deeds with the limited equipment 
while he pressed Washington for more planes in the early deys of the War. &nd 
at sll times he enjoyed this great opportunity to prove in fact the doctrine 
that hc had been preaching since Bill Mitchell's day, that air power was the 
beginning and end of modern martial movement and o primary weapon of decision 
in worfere. : 


Kenney wes born August 6, 1889 in Nova Scotia where his family was vece- 
tioning. They returned to the family home in Brookline, Mssachusetts, shortly 
therenaftcr. 


Kenney attended grade and high school in Bronoklinc, Massachusetts, end 
spont three years at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. His interest 
wos turned to aviation at that time whon he saw a Bleriot being demonstrated 
over Boston Harbor one day. He and two equally aviantion-minded young comrades 
theroupon began construction on a plane of their own. The result ws on aire 
craft thet texicd with all the fury and promise of a modern Be29 but left the 
ground only when it hit a rock snd bounced into 4 glide. 


® s 


The start of the first World Wer found Kenney enrolled in the ranks of 
avietion cedets. His flying instructor for the brief period thet eonstituted 
training in those days wes Bert / costa who later wis to win world reclain for 
his personal fliehts. The Generel still recells the day Aeoste esked if he 
thought he wes ready to solo sfter one hour end forty minutes' instruction. He 
nodded engerly but lost some of his enthusiasm when he found himself alone in 
the plane. In fact he circled the field sevon times before he remombered to 
retard the throttle so he could lend. 


Kenney shipped oversets with seventecn flying hours to his credit end an 
abundence of self-confidence. He flow seventy-five missions, shot down two Ger- 
man planes and was shot down once himsolf. He ondeod the wer a captain with the 
Distinguished Service Cross and the Silver Star. 


It wes during this period thet General Kennoy, like most pilots, acquired 
& good luck charm which has remiined with him to this day. While takinz his 
advanced flying training at Issoudun, Frence, he wis given a pair of ivory dice 
by allocel priest who blessed them that they micht sefeguerd the pilot through 
his career. The two most memorable o-:: sions the Generel can recall being with- 
out the dice since, were his cormsh in France during the first World Wear and a 
forced landing at Langley Field, Virginia, sovernl years leter. The dice became 
a familiar sight eat Pacific Air Commend headquarters in World War II when the 
General produced them for one throw just before some crucial air operation. 
The string of "naturels" coinciding with the acrial victories over Japs con- 
firmed his faith in his talisman. 


The years between 1919 and 1939 sew Kenney proceed through the regular 
steps of advencement open to the peccetime officer. He concentrated on aero= 
nautical development end its eppliestion to warfere during this phase of his 
AéF career. His military schooling included Air Corps Engineering School, 1920; 
fir Corps Tactical School, 1925; Commend and Gencral Staff School, 19263 and 
Army War Colleze, 1932. 


In 192 he régistered his initial "first" when he beeame the first man to 
fix machine guns in the wings of a plane. He installed two .30 caliber Brown- 
ings in the wines of an old DcHaviland and demonstrated this revolutionary 
method of increasing the firepower of aircraft. 


In the prewar expansion period in 1939 Kenncy, a major, became Chief of 
Production at Wright Field. A year later he went to France as Assistant Mili- 
tary Attache and wes prometed to Lt. Colonel. Returning to Wright Field after 
his tour of duty in Frence ho bécame Technical Executive end later, Commander 
of the Experimental Depot end Insineering School with the rank of Brisadier 
Generel. He never held the rank of Colonel, an omission which, the General said 
at thet time, "would probably be corrected on the way down efter the war." 


In March 1942, he moved up to Major General end out to the West Coast to 
assume command of the Fourth fir Fore .. Four end one-half months leter, in 
July, he arrived in the Southwest Pacific to become Commanding Generel of the 
Allicd Air Forces in that Theater. The Japs were in complete control of the 
air, being contested by less than ten serviceable Fortresses and a handful of 
fiehters, The immensity of the tesk of building an allied air fleet wes ep- 
parent to General Kenney when he remarked with his charecteristic candor to 
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e reporter, "Nobody is kidding me about this show!" 


The General's first task was to establish m-intenance shops on the "firing 
line" to keep airborne the few plenes available to him. Then, infusing his staff 
with his owm energy end enthusiesm, he made his fevorite expression "Hell, let's 
try iti" the creed for handling ell approrches to the obstacles present in the 
Pacific Jungle theater. Generel Kenney threw out the "books" because, in his 
own words, "There is nothing in them thet approceches this situation, enywey." 


He hed his staff develop » skip-bombing technique which proved offective 
ageinst enemy shipping, but this still didn't satisfy him. He then esked for 
& special fuse bomb which could be lobbed against the side of the ships by 
"buzzing" eirereft., This operation required an on-the-deck flight approach that 
would mike the plene a ready terget for deck gun crews. To combat this enemy 
fire Gonoral Kerney mounted first eight and later twelve .50 caliber guns on the 
B-25's end six in the /-20's and experironted with them till the "bugs" were out. 
This produced » firepower that silenced the deck guns and paved an effective 
weapon in clesring the jungles of enemy ground troops. 


One well knovm peyoff came in March 1943 in the Bismerek Sea when Kemey's 
air armada intercepted a Jap convoy of cergo and transport vessels escorted by 
destroyers and heavily defended by fighter sircraft. The convoy was practi- 
eally ennihileted and ninety-five Nip fighters were blested from the sky at a 
cost of only four ellied aircraft. This Jap attempt to reinforce the Lee 
garrisons in New Guinea feiled and as a result of this disaster the dap High 
Commend ‘st Tokyo decided thet no more convoys were to attempt the voyage to Loe. 


In r little more then a year after his srrivel General Kenney's air forces 
had besten off the Japanese acriel attacks in Austrelie end approechss, bombed 
Jap bases to the North, during the Papuan cemeign supplied by air an entire 
allied force of two divisions with materiol, troops, ammunition, hospitels, 
ete., drivon to cover the portion of the Jap shipping they hadn't sunk, ond 
wrested superiority of the sir in the Southwost Pacific. The Paratroop opera- 
tion at Nedzeab, New Guiner, and the seizing of the Merkhem-Ramu Valley, during 
the fall of 193, with on airborne, air supplied infantry division are still 
regefded es models of this type of warfere. 


During the three years he conducted the successful sir wer against the 
Japenese, in sddition to lecding the Allied Air Forces, the General beorme 
Commending General, Far East Air Forces end, following the Jepanese surrender, 
Commanding Generel, Pacific Air Command, He added a third ster in September 
1942, and ¢ fourth ster in Mirch 1945. 


Returning to the Stetes after the wer General Kenney served #s Senior 


United States Military Representative on the Military Staff Committee of the 
United Nations frem January 1, 1946 to October 15, 19)6. 


General Kenney wes Commending Generel of the Strategic Air Command prior 
to assuming command of the Air University on October 29, 19h8, 


General Kenney hes been awerded the Distinguished Service Cross with Oek 
Leef Cluster; Distinguished Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster; Silver Star; 
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Distinguished Flying Cross; Purple Heerrt; cnd Honorary Knight Commander, Mili- 
tary Division, Order of the British Empire. 


#dditional decoretions awarded to General Kenney include: Philippine 
Ster; Military Order First Class of Guxtemala; Grand Officer of the Order of 
Leopold with Pelm (Belgium) ; the Croix de Guerre 1940 with Pelm (Belgium) ; 

The. Ordér:.of Orango Nesseu, Cebroe of Grand Officer, with sword (Netherlands); 
the Williem E. Mitchell Memorial Award, French Croix de Guerre, end the French 
Legion of Honor, renk of commander. 


The General is short and of stocky build. His wiry grey hair is worn in 
® crew cut which bristles rbove his square, rugged fecc. His conversation is 
punctuated with rema rks stemming from a keen and lively sense of humor and 
expressed in picturesque and intercsting language. He has a frenk and dis- 
arming cordislity in dealing with his men. 


Generel] end Mrs. Kenney reside on Maxwell Air Force Base. A son, Willian, 
is « First Lieutenant in the United States Air Force, and a deughter, Julis,. 
is mrricd to Lt. E. C. Hoagland, US/ F. 


? 
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(GENERAL KENNEY RECEIVES D&ORATIONS) 
THROUGHOUT 19g9=50 


The only living man te possess the bey to the City of Montgomery 
ie General George 6. Kenney, Commanding General of the Air University, 
Maxwell Air Foree Base, Ala, Five years after the end of hostilities 
of World War Il, he is still being decorated in recognition of his 
achievenents in the effective employment of Air Power in the Allied 
offensive in the Southwest Pasifie, and as one of the most 
a istinguished military leaders in the Air Force today. 

Hig most resent award was the prestmtation in Wichite, Ka., 
May 1, of the Wichita Rotary Club's Outstanding Citizenship medal, 
"in recognition of the many contributions he has made to his country 
and as the outstending Air Officer in the world today." General 
Kenney accepted the medal from Col, A. B, Howse, Rotary chairman, 
whe was formerly a member of the General's staff during the early 
days of the war, ‘This is only the second time the award has been 
made, the first being presented to General Leslie Groves, U, 5, Arny, 


Numerous Awards in 1949 

During the past year, General Kenney, one of J¥¢ three 
fourestarred Generals in the U, S, Air Force, has received numerous 
awards from both civilian and military groups. 

In February 1949, Mayor John L, Goodwyn of Montgomery, Alas, 
formally presented to General Kemey a golden key to the City, at 
the annual Montgomery Chamber of Commerce dinner, In making 
the presentation, Mayor Goodwyn called the general "the embodiment 
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of the finest traditions of the Air Force, His resord has formed an 
illustrious page in Air Foree history," | 

In further tribute to the General's command, whieh General Kemmey 
asoumed in Ostober 1948, Mayor Goodwyn said "Our great Air University 
is exeeeded by no other installation in the Air Force." He paid 
tribute to the personnel of both air bases here and eaid that there 
has always existed between these bases and Montgomery excellent 
cooperation, Hse declared that "Mexwell is as important to our eity 
as the state capitol itself," 

General Kenney in accepting the key said he regarded it as a 
aymbol of friendship between the Air Forces and Montgomery, "1 want 
this fridndship to continue es long as there is a flying field here 
and as long as there is a Montgomery," 

Foreign Decorations 

To edd to his many foreigh awards, General Kenney received 
resognition this past year from France and the Netherlands, 

One of She Netherlands highest awards, the Order of Oranges 
Nassau with Sword, in the d@gree of Grand Officer, was presented to 
Generel Kenney on April 20, 1949, by Ambassador to the United States 
&. N. van MLeffens, 

Ths presentation was made by the Netherlands ambassador, 
senior Netherlands representative to the United Nations, “in the 
name of Queen Juliana" for the part General Kenney played in liberating 
Southern Pacific areas and people....*for his outstanding contribution 
of directing the air war against Japan from 1942945." 

The ceremony took place in the General's office at the Air 
University, with several of his former Fifth Air Force officers 
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and Mrs, Kenney on hand to offer congratulations. 

At a ceremony in the French Ewbhassy, Air Attache Annex, 
Washington, De Go,» on June 14, 1949, General Kenney was presented the 
French Legion of Honor and the Croix de Guerre with palm, Brig. 
Generel Charles lamsin, Military Attache of France, made the presentation. 
An interpretation of the document appoimting General Kenney in the 
National Order of the Legion of Honor with the rank of Commander 
referred to him as “general officer of the first magnituie (who) 
after having participated in a particularly brilliant manner as 4 
lisutenant pibet in the war of 19141 on the soil of France, dubing 
the years 1942-45 took a very active part in the liberation of the 
Frensh territories of the French Union by his energetic action in 
the Pacific Theater of Operations." 

Receives Billy Miteheli Award 

The William B, Mitehell Memorial award wad presented to General 
Kenney on April 28, 1949. Willian &, Roeshe, commander of Aviators 
Post ‘743, American Legion of New York, made the presentation for the 
award committice of his post at formal ceremonies in connection with 
en American Legion banquet in the Savoy Plaza Hotel in New York City, 

Post %3 was founded in 1920 with General Mitchell as ons of its 
charter menmbera, fhe amard comuittes selected General Kenney for this honor 
beoamee of “his untiring efforts in the development of long-range 
strategic bombardment the results of which were graphically exhibited 
by the B-50 flight around the world and the B-36 record-breaking 
nonegtop flight in the Stetes.* 


General Kenney, the seventh aviator to receive the distinguished 


recognition, accepted the award and aclmowledged "the debt that I ow 
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to the tens of thousands of valiant youmg Americans under my command, 
who by their loyal cooperation, their astounding performance of duty 
in the fase of adversity, their sacrifices, are really responsible for 
my receiving it here tonight," 

Ingeribed on the bronze plaque,mounted on eak and at the top of 
whieh is a bust of General Mitchell, are these words: "Presented te 
General George GC. Kenney as the U, S, Citizen making the outstanding 
individual contribution to aviation progress," 

Honorary Citizen 

Honorary citizenship was bestowed upon General Kenney by the City 
of Kenkakee, Ill., in Osteber 1949, Thef corbificate reads: “By 
order of the Honorable Mayor and the Council of the City of Kankakee, 
in recognition of the contribution made toward the progress of this 
Kay City of Illinois, honorary citizenship is hereby bestowed upon 
General Georges C. Kenney," 

Hs prevhously had been a guest speaker at the 40th annual meeting 
of the Kankakee Chamber of Commeres, 

In a resolution adopted the National Exchange Club at its 
Zist annual convention in Mimeapolis, Minn,, October 1949, 
the club expressed appreciation for General, Kenney's “untiring 
efforts in preserving the American Way of life," 

War Record 

In July 1942, General Kenney assumed duty as Goumdnding General, 
Allied Air Forces in the Southwest Pacific. <A t that time the Japanese 
wore in complete control of the air, being contested by less than ten 
gerviceable Fortresses and a haniful of fighters, in his book 


"General Kenney's Report" he tells just how he went about overcoming 
these odds. 
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In a little mores than a year after his arrival his air forces 
had beaten off the Jap aerial attacks in Australia and approaches, 
and wrested superiority of the air in the Southwest Pacific, 

During the three years he condusted the successful air war againit 
the Japanese, in addition to leading the Allied Air Forces, he became 
Commanding General, Far Bast A ir Faress ani following the Japanese 
gurrender, Commanding General, Pacific Air Gomand, He added a 
third star in September 1942, and a fourth in March 1945, 

In guumary, General Kanney's military awards imlude: The 
William B, Mitchell Memorial Award, Distinguished Service Cross 
with Oak Leaf Clusterg Dishinguished Service Medal with Ook Leaf 
Cluster; Silver Star; Distinguished Flying Gross; Purple Hearts 
World War I Victory Medaly American Defense Service Medaly American 
Gempaign Medals Asiatie-Pasific Campaign Medal; Pilippine Liberation 
Ribbon and the World War II Vistory Medal, 

His foreign awards ares Philippine Stary Military Order First 
Glass of Guatemala; Grand Officer of the Order of Leopold with 
Palm (Belgium); the Croix de Guerre 1940 with Palm (Belgium); 
the Order of Orange Nassau, degree of Grand Officer with sword 

(Netherlands); Feench Croix de Cuorre with palmy and the 
French Legion of Honor, rank of commander, 
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on eee © cere FOR RELEASE: 31 August 1951 
AFTER: 4:30 Phi EDT 
GENERAL KENNEY I$ RETIRED ; 


It was a gala but poignant occasion last Friday afternoon, 31 August, 
when General George C, Kenney was retired from active duty in the United States 
Air Force, 

In tribute to his long and distinguished service, a military review 
was held at Bolling Air Force Base, Washington, 

The dynamic commander who led Allied Air Forces to victory against 
Japan in World War II, seemed anything but retiring as he took the salute 
of troops marching past and airplanes parading overhead in thundering might. 

The second senior officer in the U,S, Air Force, General Kenney has 
been a major force in its growth from a fledgling of a few squadrons in 
World War I into the global power it is today. 

On hand for the honor ceremonies at Bolling were General Army Douglas 
MacArthur, Chief of Staff of the USAF, General Hoyt S, Vandenberg, his 
deputies and directors; the Secretary of the Air Force, Honorable Thomas 
K, Finletter and his top assistants; the major commanders of the Air Force, 
and many other high ranking military and civilian dignitaries and friends 
of the General, Following the review, a reception honoring General and 
‘irs, Kenney was held at the Bolling AFB Officers Club. 

A similar ceremony had preceded this one, on Tuesday, 28 August, when 
General Kenney departed from Maxwell AFB, Alabama, his headquarters as 
Commanding General of the Air University during the past three years. More 
than 3,000 Air Foree personnel from Maxwell and Gunter AF Bases and civilians 
from nearby Montgomery. gathered to witness a farcwell parade and to bid 
farewell to General and hirs, Kenney. 

One of the highlights of this ceremony was the dedicatory rendering 


of "The General George C, Kenney March," composed and arranged by two members 


of the 604th AF Band at Maxwell, 


as 


Popular esteem for the Kenncys was summcd up in recent cditorials in 
the local Montgomery newspapers: - "Montgomery will regret to say goodbye 
to General George C. Kenncy,,.Hc has made many fricnds in the city...has 
always been cooperative when his help was necded..,hclpcd to continue the 
policy which has always bound hiontgomery and Maxwell Air Forec Base togcethcreece 
No Air Forec man has had a more brilliant carcer than General Kenncy....The 
gencral during his assignment here has become a part of Montgomery, He will 
be greatly misscd,..." 

General Kenncy is the only person now living who has becn made an 
honorary citizen of Montgomery and presented the key to the city, This 
honor was conferred on him in 1949, On a reecnt occasion, scveral Montgomery 
civic groups gave an appreciation dinner honoring General and lirs, Kenney 
and presentcd them with a huge silver tray inscribed with good wishes, 

Deseribed by General Douglas MacArthuras “one of the best qualified 
air officers in the world today," General Kenney has also been called "a 
soldicr's general" and "an unorthodox commander," 

These clues give an insight to the character of the men whose rise to 
four-star rank was markcd by supcrior accomplishments, a dynamic energy, an 
imaginative yct efficicnt approach to baffling problems, and an ability to 
inspire his men, These, coupled with his professional knowledge gained as 
a pilot and enginecr, produced the "Nynorthodox" tactics which turned the 
tide of battle in the Pacific. 

Ho inspired his men to perform miraculous decds with limited equipment 
while he pressed Washington for more planes in the carly days of the War. 

At all times, ho enjoyed this opportunity to prove in fact the doctrine that 
he had been preaching since Billy Mitchell's dey, that air power is the 


prinary woapon of decision in modern warfare, 


z 
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He was born August 6, 1889, in Nova Scotia while his family was 
vacationing there, but was brought to the family home in Brooklinc, Mass~ 
achusctts, shortly afterward. He attended grade and high school in Brook= 
line and spent three years at the Massachusetts Institute of Tochnology, 
He boeene intercstcd in eviation during that time, when he saw a Blcriot 
being demonstrated over Boston Harbor, He and two other young aviation 
cnthusiasts promptly constructcd on airplane of their ow which taxicd 
with a11 the fury and promise of a medern B-29 but left the ground only 
when it hit a rock and bounced into a glide, 

At the start of the first World Wer, Kenney enrolled as an aviation 
cadet. Bert Acosta, of latcr fame, was his flying instructor, After one 
hour and 40 nminutes! instruction, Kenney solocd, but had to circle the 
ficld scveral tines before remembering to retard the throttle so he could 
land. 

Shipped overseas ofter only 17 flying hours, he flew 75 combat missions, 
shot down two German planes, He ended the war a captain and with the Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross end Silver Star, At the tine the Purple Heart 
was offercd to him as he lay in the hospital with injurics sustained in 
what he thought was merely a foreed lending, he declined it, only to learn 
latcr that evidence found in the wreckage proved his "forced landing" had 
been caused by cnery anti-aircraft gunfire, 

In the years after the war, he concentrated on acronautical develop= 
ment and its application to warfare, He attended the Air Corps Enginccring 
School in 1920, Air Corps Tactical School in 1924, Cormand cand General 


Steff School in 1926, and Arny War College in 1932. 


He registered the first of many "firsts" in 1924 vihen he put two 
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‘Browning 30-caliber guns in the wings of a DH=4 to increase its fircpower 
for attack of ground targets, thus starting the present practice of nulti- 
gun installations in the wings of our fighter and attack types. 

As a najor in 1939, he became Chicf of Production at Wright Ficld, A 
year later he went to Frence as Assistent Military Atteche and was promoted 
to licutenant colonel, Returning ot the end of this tour to Wright Ficld, 
ho becane Technical Exccutive and later Commander of the Experincntal Depot 
and Engincering School with the rank of Brigedicr General, 

In March 1942, he moved up to Major General and out to tho West Coast 
to command the Fourth Air Foree, The following July found hin in the South= 
west Pacific Theater as Commanding General of the Allicd air Forcese 

Ho found that he had joined up with the losing side in that wor, The 
Japs were in complete control of the cir and Australia secned to be their 
next stop. The new Air Commmnder sct out to change oll thet, ‘Instead of 
regarding Port lioresby as a toc-hold to be lost, he established an air 
depot alongside the combat airdrenes there to hurry up maintenance, repair 
and assembly of aircraft, kept ther in the air, started giving the Japs a 
fight and pushing then back, The obstacles found in this jungle theater 
were net, with new and untricd but effective solutions. 

A porachute fragnentation bomb which General Kenney had developed in 
1928 was first omployed in war on 12 September 1942 when cight low-flying 
attack planes destroyed all seventcen Jap planes on the ground at Buna, 

New Guinea. Hundreds of thousands of these bombs wore immediately ordered 
and used with great success during the remainder of the Pacific Wer, 

He devcloped a skip bombing tcchnique which proved highly effective 


against cneny shipping, Using a specicl delay fuse, borbs were dropped 
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fron level flight at 50 fect or loss altitude, and allowed to skip against 
the side of a ship. So that his planes would not be victins of deck guns 
when they buzzed in just off the water, he mounted as many as twelve machine 
guns on B+25s and six on A-20s, producing a fircpowor that silcnecd the 
deck guns, This arrangerent also proved cffective in clearing the jungles 
of eneny ground troops, 

One pay~off was the trenendous U.S, victory of the Bismarck Seca when 
a Jap convoy of cargo and transport vessels, heavily defended by destroyers 
and fighter aircraft, was intercepted and practically annihilated. Nincty- 
five Nip fighters were blasted from the sky at a cost of only four allicd 
aircraft, This ended the Jap attenpts to rcinforce the Lac garrisons in 
New Guineas 

During the Papuan campaign in 1942, large nunbers of troops were 
moved by air fron Australia to New Guinea and flown over the 13,000-foot 
Owen Stanley Mountains to grass plains a few niles from the Jap stronghold 
at Buna. These troops, one Ancrican and one Australian infantry division, 
were supplicd entirely by air during a large part of the two months! can- 
paign, This was the first "air cnvclopnent" exccuted by American forces, 

The paratroop operation at Nadzab, New Guinea, and the seizing of the 
Markhan=Rarm Valley with an airborne air-supplicd infantry division, still 
are regarded as models of this type of warfare, 

In a little nore than a year after his arrival, Genoral Kennoy's air 
forees had beaten off the Jap acrial attacks on Australia, driven to cover 
that portion of Jap shipping that hadn!t sunk, and wrested superiority of 


the air in the Southwest Pacific, 


In the Philippine campaigns in 1944 and 1945, Napalm was developed 
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jhto mass formation use by hundreds of planes at a tine, with success later 
exploited in the Korean war using the sate nethods and tactics. 

At tho ond of the war General Kenney was Commanding General, Far East 
Air Forees, and following the surrender, Commanding General, Pacific Air 
Cormand, 

Upon returning to the States, he served as Senior United States Re- 
presontative on the Military Staff Cormittee of the United Nations fron 
Janucry 1, 1946 to October 15, 1946. 

He then was Cormanding General of the Strategie Air Ccimand until he 
assuned comand of the Air University on 1 Nevember 1948. 

General Kenney has been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross with 
Ock Leaf Cluster; Distinguished Sorvice Modal with Oak Leaf Cluster; Silver 


Star; Distinguished Flying Cross; Purple Heart; Legion of Mcrit and Bronze 


Additional decorations include Honorary Knight Cormander, Military 
Division, Order of the British Enpire; Croix de Guerre and Legion of Honor, 
ronk of Cormender (France); Philippine Star; Military Order First Class of 
Guatenala; Grand Officer of the Oraer of Leopold with Paln (Belgiun); The 
Order of Orange Nassau, degree of Grand Officer, with swords (Netherlands) ; 
and the Willian E, Mitchell Memorial Award. 

The General is a fomiliar Figuro throughout the country, having spoken 
to large audiences in numerous cities and towns in furtherance of the Air 
Foree mission of national defense and preservation of the Ancrican way of 
life, His rugged face, undor his ercwe-cut bristly hair, has appeared in 
magazines and newspapers with consistent regularity. His conversation, based 


on a prodigious nuenory, is cxpresscd in colorful and interesting language, 
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6nlivened by a keon sense cf humor ond a genuine liking for people, He has 
a frank ond disarming cordiality with everyone he nects. 
wiee he has taken to a pencil and lined tabled to talk about his 
experiences and associations during the Pacific War, the result being two 
published books: "Goneral Kenney Reports" and "The MacArthur I Know," 
The Genoral's plans for the future are indefinite, but he has made 
it emphatically clear that his enforced retirenent does not nean curtains. 


He will be active in some work for a long tine to conc, 
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GEORGE C. KENNY 


-General George C. Kenney, veteran leader of strategic air units 
was born at Yarmouth, Nova:Scotia, on August 6, 1839. He attended 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology at Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
for three years. 


At the outbreak of World War I, he enlisted es a flying cadet 
In the Aviation Section of the Signal Reserve in June, 1917. After 
he completed the course, he was commissioned a temporary first 
lieutenant in the Aviation Section of the Signal Reserve. 


His first commissioned service was with the 14th. Foreign De- 
tachment, with which he sailed for Frence in November, 1917. After 
completing a course in advanced flying in France, he was assigned 
to the 91st Aero Squadron in February, 1918. He was on duty with 
this organization for the ensuing sixteen months. In this service, 
Lieutenant Kenney accumulated more than 110 hours of flying over the 
front lines of the Toul and Meuse-Argonne sectors, and engaged in 
twelve combats. He was credited with the destruction in aerial 
combat of two enemy aircraft. 


During the latter part of his overseas service, he was flight 
commander of the 91st Aero Squadron, serving with the American 
Forces in Germany at Treves and Coblenz until June, 1919, when he 
returned to the United States. 


In the fall of 1919, Kenney was assigned to the Lighth Aero 
Squadron at McAllen, Texas. In 1925, he entered the Air Corps 
Tactical School at Langley Field, Virginia, and was graduated the 
following year. In June, 1927, he completed the course at Command 
and General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, then returned 
to Langley Field as an instructor at the Tactical School. In 1929 
he made a complete survey of possible airdrome locations in Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin.Islands, and selected the sites now being used 
‘as military airdromes. 


He graduated from the Army War College in 1933. 


If 1939, Kenney became chief of production at Wright Field, 
Ohio, The following year he served as Assistant Attache for Air in 
Paris, observing tactical operations on the Franco-German front and 
studying technical developments made. in military aircraft and equip- 
men by both sides. As a result of his observations, a large number 
of improvements were made in our militery aircraft over a year prior 
to our actual. entry into World War II. 


In March, 1942, he went to the West Coast to assume command 
of the Fourth Air Force, and in July of that year he assumed command 
of Allied Air Forces in the Southwest Pacific, and also the Fifth 


MORE 


A, > 


Air Force. In June, 1944, in addition to his Allied Air Coutuinua, he 
wes given command of the Far East Air Forces which combined the 

Fifth and 13th Air Forces. Under General MacArthur, he directed 

the successful air war against the Japanese for more than three years 
through the Southwest Pacifie theater from Australia to the Philippines 


_ In December, 1945, he was assigned to temporary duty with .the 
Militery Staff Committee, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Washington, D. C., anc 
was sent to London for the duration of the United Nations Conference. 
He continued temporary duty with the Military Staff Committee when 
they moved to New York in March, 1946, ; 


In April, 1946, he was designated commanding generel of Strategic 
Air Command, with headquarters at Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland. 
On October 15, 1948, he assumed command of the Air University at 
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama, 


General Kenney has been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, 
Distinguished Scrvice Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Silver Star, 
Distinguished Flying Cross with one Cluster, and the Purple Heart, 
and is an Honorary Knight Commander, Military Division, Order of the 
British Empire. 


The General is short and of stocky build. His wiry gray hair is 
worn ina crew cut which bristles above his square, rugged face. His 
conversation is punctuated with remarks stemming from a keen and live- 
ly sense of humor and expressed in picturesque and interesting 
language. A frank and disarming cordinality in dealing with his 
associates and subordinates makes him exceedingly populer with his 
men. 


He and his wife, Mrs. Alice Kenney, have two children, First 
Lieutenant William R. Kenney, and Julia, who is married to an Air 
Force officer, 


PROMOTIONS 

He wes commissioned a first lieutenant in the Aviation Section of 
the Signal Reserve on November 5, 1917, and was promoted to captain on 
March 18, 1919. He was commissioned a captain (temporary) in the Air 
Service of 6 Regular Army on July 1, 1920. He reverted to the rank 
of first lieutenant on November 18, 1922, and was promoted to captain 
(permanent) on November 3, 1923, and to lieutenant colonel (temporary) 
on March 2, 1935. He reverted to the. rank of major (temporary) on 
June 12, 1936, and was promoted to major (permenent) on October 1, 
1937; to lieutenant colonel (temporary) on March 1, 1940; to lieutenan 
colonel (permanent) on November 29, 1940; to brigadicr general 
(temporary) on January 29, 1941; to major general (temporary) on Feb- 
ruary 26, 1942; to lieutenant general (temporary) on October 15, 
1942; to brigadier general (permanent) on September 1, 1943; to 
major general (permanent) on February 1, 1945; to general (temporary) 
on March 9, 1945. 
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Up to date as of 15 October 1948 


GENERAL GEORGE CHURCHILL KENNEY 


General Goorgo Churchill Kennoy, stocky, bristly-hairod commending gonoral 
of fir University, wes a pilot in World Wer I and Slliod éir Force Commender in 
the Southwest Pacific Theater in “orld War II. 


General Douglas Machrthur said, in describing him during the Pacific War: 
"General Kenney is unquestionably one of the best qualified eir officers in the 
world today." 


At the same time he wes being called "a soldier's generel" by "his kids", 
the officers and airmen ofhis command whose admirstion and respect he won 
immediately. ; 


A third appraisel was thet of "a most wmorthodox commander", @ title of 
acclaim accorded him by apprecietive correspondence ond militery enelysts.etteched 
to his headquarters. 


In these three estimtes lis the qualities and characteristics that raised 
Generel Kenney from e First Lioutenent to a Four-Star Genoral in the yeers be- 
tween the first and close of the second world conflicts. They ombody his dynamic 
energy, his imginetive yet efficient approach to baffling problems, snd his 
ebility to inspire his mon. These, coupled with his professionel knowledge gained 
as & pilot end onginecr oxpert, produced tho "unorthodox" tectics which turned tho 
tide of battle in the Pacific. 


He introduced skip bombing and developed low altitude tactics which made the 
Nipponese Navy » duck hunt for his Air Forces. Ho sorappod the tech manuals and 
mounted oight and later twelvo .50 caliber guns in the fuselege and nose of his 
B-25 Mitchells and six in the A-20 Bostons mking them tho terrors of tho Pacific. 
He invented the destructive Parachute Bomb and produced countless othor bomb 
improvisions until they, in his own words, “sang all the notes in the scale, cut 
through troos two inches thick and a hundred foot away like © knife, and whon they 
lend in the jungle, slash enough room for ® baseball diamond minus Japs." 


He drove his men to porform mireculous deeds with the limited equipment 
while he pressed Washington for more planes in the oarly days of the War. And 
at all times he onjoyed this great opportunity to prove in fact the doctrine 
that ho had been preaching since Bill Mitchell's day, that air power was the 
beginning and end of modern martial movement and © primary weapon of decision 
in warfore. 5 


Kenney wes born August 6, 1889 in Nova Scotia where his family was veca- 
tioning. They returned to the fomily home in Brookline, Massachusetts, shortly 
thereafter. 


Konney attended grade and high school in Brookline, Massachusetts, end 
spent three yoors at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. His interest 
wos turned to avietion ot that time whon he saw a Bleriot being demonstrated 
over Boston Harbor one day. He and two oquilly:aviation-minded young comrades 
theroupon began construction on o plane of thoir owne The result wes on oir~ 
oreft thet texied with o11 the fury and promise of a modern Be29 but loft the 
ground only when it hit a rock rnd bounced into 4 glide. 


The start of the first World Wer found Kenney enrolled in the ranks of 
avietion ccdets. His flying instructor for the brief period thet eonstituted 
treining in those cays wes Bert ‘costa who later wis to win world seclain for 
his personal flights. The Generel still recalls the day ‘coste esked if he 
thought he wes ready to solo sfter one hour end ferty minutes' instruction. He 
nodded engerly but lost some of his enthusiasm when he found himself alone in 
the plane. In fact he circled the field sevon times before he remombered to 
retard the throttle so he could lend. 


Kenney shipped oversers with seventeen flying hours to his credit end an 
abundance of self-confidence. He flow seventy-five missions, shot down two Ger- 
man planes and was shot down once himself, He ondod the war a captain with the 
Distinguished Service Cross and the Silver Star. 


It wes during this period thet General Kennoy, like most pilots, Sequired 
& good luck charm which has rerpined with him to this dey. While takinz his 
advanced flying training at Issoudun, Frence, he was given a pair of ivory dice 
by alloceal priest who blessed them that they might sefoguard the pilot through 
his career. Tho two most memorable occfsions the General ean reenll being with- 
out the dice since, were his orash in France during the first World War and a 
forced landing at Langley Field, Virginia, sovernl yoars leter. The dice became 
a familiar sight at Pacific Air Command heedquartors in World War II when the 
General produced them for one throw just bofore some crucial oir operation. 
The string of "naturels" coinciding with the acrial victories over Japs con- 
firmed his faith in his talisman. 


The years between 1919 and 1939 sew Kenney proceed through the regular 
steps of advencement open to the percetime officer. He concentrated on aero= 
nauticel development end its cpplicstion to warfrre during this phase of his 
AEF career. His military schooling included Air Corps Enginecring School, 1920; 
hir Corps Tactical School, 1925; Commend and General Staff School, 19263 and 
Army War Colleze, 1932. 


In 192) he régistered his initial "first" when he became the first man to 
fix machine guns in the wings of a plane. He installed two .30 caliber Brown- 
ings in the winss of an old DeHaviland and demonstrated this revolutionary 
method of increasing the firepower of aircraft. 


In the prewar expansion period in 1939 Kenney, a major, became Chief of 
Production et Wright Field. A yoar later ho went to France as Assistant Mili- 
tary Atteche and wes promoted to It. Colonel. Returning to Wright Field after 
his tour of duty in Frence ho became Technicel Executive and later, Commander 
of the Experimental Depot end Ensineering School with the rank of Brisadier 
Generale He nover held the rank of Colonel, an omission which, the General said 
at thet time, "would probably be corrected on the wey down efter the war." 


In March 1942, he moved up to Mejor Genoral end out to the West Coast to 
assume command of the Fourth &ir Force. Four end one-half months leter, in 
July, he arrived in the Southwest Pacific to become Commnding Generel of tho 
Alliod &ir Forees in that Theater. The Japs were in complete control of the 
air, being contested by less than ten servicoable Fortresses and a handful of 
fiehters. The immensity of the task of building an allied air fleet was op- 
parent to General Kenney when he remarked with his charectcristic candor to 
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e reporter, "Nobody is kidding me about this show" 


The Generel's first task was to establish m.intenance shops on the "firing 
line" to keep airborne the few plenes aveilable to him. Then, infusing his staff 
with his owm energy ond enthusiesm, he made his fevorite expression "Hell, let's 
try it$" the creed for handling «11 approsches to the obstacles present in the 
Pacific Jungle theater. Generel Kenney threw out the "books" because, in his 
own words, "There is nothing in them thet approcches this situation, anywey.” 


He had his staff develop « skip=bombing technique which proved effective 
against enemy shipping, but this still didn't satisfy him. He then asked for 
& special fuse bomb which could be lobbed against the side of the ships by 
"buzzing" eirercft. This operation required an on-the-deck flight approech that 
would make the plene a ready terget for deck gum crews. To combat this enemy 
fire Gonoral Kenney mounted first eight and later twelve .50 caliber guns on the 
B-25's end six in the /-20's and experimented with them till the “bugs" wore out. 
This produced » firepower that silenced the deck guns and paved an effective 
weapon in clesring the jungles of onemy ground troops. 


One well known payoff came in March 193 in the Bismerck Sea when Kemney's 
air armada intercepted a Jap convoy of cergo and transport vessels escorted by 
destroyers and heavily defended by fighter sircraft. The convoy was practi- 
cally ennihileted and ninety-five Nip fighters were blested from the sky at a 
cost of only four ellied aircraft, This Jap attempt to reinforce the Lee 
garrisons in New Guinea feiled and es a result of this disaster the Jap High 
Commend st Tokyo decided that no more convoys were to attempt the voyage to Lee. 


In c little more then eo year efter His srrivel General Kenney's air forces 
had besten of f the Japanese aeriel attacks in Austrelie ond approeches, bombcd 
Jap bases to the North, during tho Papuan cempeign supplied by air on entire 
allied force of two divisions with mtericl, troops, ammunition, hospitels, 
ete., driven to cover the portion of the Jap shipping they hadn't sunk, ond 
wrestod superiority of the sir in the Southwost Pacific. The Paratroop operae- 
tion at Nedzab, New Guinon, and the seizing of the Merkhem-Ramu Valley, during 
the fall of 1943, with on airborne, air supplied infantry division are still 
regefded as models ef this type of warfrre. 


During the three years he conducted tho successful sir wer against the 
Japenese, in eddition to lerding the Allied Air Forces, the Generel beerme 
Commending General, Fer East Air Forces end, following the Jepanese surrender, 
Commanding General, Pacific Air Commend, He added a third star in September 
1942, and e fourth ster in March 1945. 


Returning to the States-after the war General Kenney served as Senior 
United Stetes Military Representative on the Military Steff Committee of the 
United Nations frem Jenunry 1, 1946 to October 15, 1916. 


General Kenney wes Commending Genoral of the Strategic Air Command prior 
to assuming command of the Air University on October 29, 198. 


General Kenney hes been awerded the Distinguished Service Cross with Ork 
Leef Cluster; Distinguished Service Medal with Oak Leaf Clustor; Silver Star; 
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Distinguished Flying Cross; Purple Herrt; ond Honorary Knight Commander, Mili- 
tary Division, Order of the British Empire. 


Additional decorations awarded to General Kenney include: Philippine 
Ster; Military Order First Class of Guatemala; Grand Officer of the Order of 
Leopold with Palm (Bolgium); the Croix de Guerre 190 with Polm (Belgium); 

The. Ordér:of: Orango Nessru, cekroe of Grand Officer, with sword (Netherlands); 
the Williem E,. Mitchell Memorial fward, Fronch Croix de Guerre, end the French 
Legion of Honor, renk of commander. 


The General is short and of stocky build. His wiry grey hair is worn in 
€ erew cut which bristles shove his square, rugged feco. His conversation is 
punctuated with rema rks stemming from a keen and lively sense of humor and 
expressed in picturesque and interesting language. He has a frenk and dis- 
arming cordisality in dealing with his men. 


Generel end Mrs. Kenney reside on Maxwell Air Fores Base. A son, William, 
4s a First Lieutenent in the United States Air Force, and a deughter, Julisc,. 
is morriod to Lt. E, C. Hoagland, US/.F. 
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"CORKY" RECEIVES LATE FATHER'S DPG———Pive<year-old "Corky", Henry % Ly 4 
Condon, III, son of irs Yattie L, Yondon, 618 8, Perry St., Montgomery, is show - 
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“above being presented the “Astinguished Piying Gross which was one of pany | 
posthumous eer decorations awarded his late father, Major Henry lL, Condon, < - /> 
fighter Pilot ho wale oat, © in aetion January 3, 1945 on a mission 4n the Philippines. — 
Gerared, Us George GC, Kenney, commanding general, Air gy age above) a 

pinned the medal on young "Corky", after ieenthadiile Oe, shir yer a 

Oak Leaf “lusters, the Purple Heart, “cod Conduct Medal, American Defense Service 

Medal, American Campaimm Medal, Asiatic~Pacifie Campaign Medal with battle 

participation credits for the New Suinea, Northern Solomons, SisnarkeArehipelago, 

Nestern Pacific and Leyte campaigns, “orid “ap II Victory Medal, Yistinguishea 

Unit Smblem with two Osk Leaf “lusters(this award included an accolade signed by 
President Trumn-as_a tangible expression of the eomtry's cratitude for the major's 
gallantry and devotion), and his “sie — <r The Breese was ) held 


ae, penne other members of the late pilot's family: his father, Mr J,¢, 
Gondon, Sirminghamg two youmg sisters, Pat and Fay, “trminghamy and his brother-in= 
law and sister, Yr and Mre ©,M, Canon, Jr,, of Opelika, Mire, Iniee T, Condon, of 
Opelilea, mikemer-his mother, was not able to attend the ceremony,  <XEEEELIy. 
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general of the Far “ast Air Veli in the Pacific during the war, General Kenney 
signed the citations which amex awarded the vartous decorations to sex Condon, 


